WORSHIP OF THE HOUSEHOLD

particular sphere, over the mother and the un-
born child As soon as the birth had taken
place began a series of ceremonies, which are of
particular interest, as they seem to belong to a
very early stage of religious thought, and have
a markedly rustic character Immediately a
sacred meal was offered to the two field-deities,
Picumnus and Pilumnus, and then the Roman
turned his attention to the practical danger of
fever for the mother and child At night three
men gathered round the threshold, one armed
with an axe, another with a stake, and a third
with a broom the two first struck the threshold
with their implements, the third swept out the
floor. Over this ceremony were said to preside
three num/ina* Intercidona (connected with the
axe), Pilumnus (connected with the stake, pilwrri),
and Deverra (connected with the act of sweeping)
Its object was, as Varro explains it, to advert
the entrance of the half-wild Silvanus by giving
three unmistakeable signs of human civilisation,
we shall probably not be wrong in seeing i& it
rad*$r aa actual hacking, beatmg, and steeping
away of evil spirits, Cta the ninth day after
birth, in the case of a boy, on the eighth in the
ca&e of a girl, occurred the festival of the naming
nominalwm). The ceremony was
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